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Figure 3.  Smith's Bay 2011-2012 Stocking and Monitoring Locations.
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Milfoil Weevil Private Purchase Program for Lake 

Huron Residents within the Les Cheneaux Islands  

 

Milfoil Solution®, offered exclusively by EnviroScience, utilizes a native weevil as the biological control 
agent for managing the exotic Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) in an environmentally-friendly and 
sustainable manner.  Fourteen years of experience enables EnviroScience’s Lake Management Team to 
customize effective programs for lakes and ponds of all sizes. 
 
In 2011, The Les Cheneaux Watershed Council began a two-year Milfoil Solution® program on several 
bays of the lake.  The watershed council was scheduled to receive 30,000 milfoil weevils in June, 2012 
for specific sites.  However, given the warm conditions of the spring the milfoil proliferated and grew 
exponentially faster than the weevil population. The additional weevils were stocked in late June but 
their efforts were minuscule compared to the infestation.  By late August, the situation worsened to 
unprecedented levels.  
 
A number of lake-front property owners have expressed interest in stocking additional milfoil weevils 
along their shoreline through private or group purchases.  Because these efforts will promote more 
rapid and effective lake-wide EWM control, EnviroScience is pleased to offer a special program for Lake 
Huron property owners that make it more affordable to stock larger numbers of weevils.  This is 
important because the more weevils stocked, the faster the process works.  The following table outlines 
the 2013 pricing structure. Note: the cost includes weevils and labor for stocking. 
 

Weevil Units No. of Weevils Total 

1 1,000 $1,000.00 

2 2,000 $1,500.00 

3 3,000 $2,250.00 

4 4,000 $3,000.00 

5 5,000 $3,750.00 

6 6,000 $4,500.00 

 
In order to support the efforts and investment already made by the watershed district, another 
alternative is to join forces with all the homeowners for a massive weevil stocking starting in 2013.  
EnviroScience is proposing to set up a culturing facility strictly for the Les Cheneaux Islands on Lake 
Huron.  This option could be used in conjunction with other management techniques (ie. Herbicides) if 
managed carefully! 
        

No. of Weevils Unit Cost Total 

200,000 $750/unit $150,000.00 

300,000 $600/unit $180,000.00 

Labor and Expenses  $12,000.00 

 
After the weevils have been stocked, ES biologists will return to assess every site stocked since the 
beginning of the program.  Weevil culturing will begin in early June with weevil stocking throughout the 
month.  Please contact Cortney Marquette, cmarquette@envirosciencienc.com or Rebecca 
McMenamin, rmcmenamin@enviroscienceinc.com, for more information. 
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