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Out with the Oldt

The Clark Township Planning Commission
continues to work on improving the 1994
Comprehensive Plan and zoning ordinances
- the guiding documents and regulations for
land use in the township. Les Cheneaux
Watershed Project staff and members of the
Les Cheneaux Watershed Council have long
recommended that this process take place and
are involved to ensure that water quality
protection is considered in the process. This
newsletter is devoted strictly to the latest
proposed changes relating to water quality in
the updated Master Plan. Details concerning
zoning ordinance changes will follow in a
future newsletter.

In with the New!

The public is invited to participate in this
process. If you have any questions or
suggestions related to water quality issues,
forward comments to Pat Carr, Les Cheneaux
Watershed Project Manager.

Watershed Management Plan

The first success in this project is the
Commission’s use of the Les Cheneaux
Watershed Management Plan as a guide for
implementing water quality protection in the
new Master Plan.  The Chippewa/East
Mackinac Conservation District and Les
Cheneaux Watershed Council developed the
Watershed Plan in 2005 to help the
community protect water quality. Following
are water quality protection measures
recommended for inclusion in the Master
Plan. Once adopted, these measures will be
considered in future land wuse planning
decisions.

Natural Features

The subject of Drinking Water Resources
has been newly designated as a Natural
Feature in the new plan. The Commission
recognizes the importance of protecting
drinking water, given our historic problems
with bacterial contamination, lack of a public
water system, prevalence of shoreline surface
water intakes and old failing septic systems.
Most importantly, we sit on shallow soils and
fractured bedrock (karst), which contribute to
groundwater contamination.
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The Commission understands that our water
supply can become contaminated from
sources such as landfills, septic tanks,
uncapped wells, open dumps, and storage
tanks.

The updated plan recommends that all exist-
ing and future wells be protected from both
point and non-point source contamination to
the greatest degree possible.

The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project
A partnership between the Chippewa/East Mackinac Conservation District and the Les Cheneaux Watershed Council




Vision Statement

The Master Plan includes a “vision” statement that
defines how this community wants the Les
Cheneaux area to appear and feel to residents and
visitors.

Fortunately, the Les Cheneaux vision includes an
involved community, a sustainable economy, and
that “natural resources are central to our way of
life.” The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project
applauds the vision as it centers on sustaining
natural resources as integral to both our environ-
ment and economy.

Goals and Objectives

Like us, our community (township) has developed

goals and objectives to guide them in making

decisions. They serve as guidelines against which

validity of land use proposals, plans, and policies

can be measured:

e Economic Development

e Land Use

e Community Character

e Environmental Protection and Natural Re-
sources

e Community Services and Infrastructure

e Housing

e Public Safety

e Social Needs

e Recreational and Cultural Opportunities

e The Waters of Les Cheneaux

The four underlined goals (above) are important in
reaching objectives outlined in the Les Cheneaux
Watershed Management Plan. For this reason,
we will provide a more detailed analysis of their
treatment in the new Master Plan.

Goals/Objectives for Land Use

The revised land use goal strengthens the Town-
ship’s commitment to the natural environment and
resources: A T h e Les
attractiveness are dependent upon the natural
environment and
management and protection of these resources
is to be promoted. Lands suitable for develop-
ment shall be treated in a environmentally, eco-
nomically, and sociall

The Commission emphasizes the importance of
our environment in sustaining our community is in
the Land Use Objectives.
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Land Use Objectives

e Encourage the use of “best management prac-
tices on lands within or near our renewable
resources and environmentally sensitive areas.”

e  Work with partners to “educate residents about
potential impacts on the natural environment
and water quality arising from land use
activities.”

e Work with residents to find a reasonable
balance between waterfront protection and
development of long range planning objectives
and permitted land uses.

e Encourage the protection of “rural corridor
buffers” to maintain the rural character of the
Les Cheneaux area.

Goals/Objectives for Community Character

The new plan recognizes that our community is
“integrated into a diversity of land and water based
natural resources”. The plan calls for protection of
our natural coastal heritage, its sensitive natural
features and woodlands as central features of the
township. These will help establish and strengthen
Hessel and Cedarville as destinations for residents
and visitors alike.

Goals/Objectives for Environmental Protection
and Natural Resources

The new plan expands the 1994 goal that suggests
“preserve and protect” not only natural habitat and
biological functions, but adds natural resources and
environmental quality of lands and waters in the
township. Worthwhile environmental objectives
include: a) working to prevent clear-cutting of
waterfront vegetation in order to preserve the
shoreline, b) review the Les Cheneaux Watershed
Management Plan, and c) enact appropriate water
quality regulations, encourage regular septic
system maintenance, and finally, deal with the
effluent discharge from the community wastewater
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This is a new community goal for the Planning
Commission, spurred on by the collaboration
between the Planning Consultant Gourdie-Fraser,
HarkSTHvitshift hndl RelLd

Plan to emphasize the importance of protecting
water quality for the sustainability of our small
community.
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Chapter 6 of the Master Pland Existing and Future Land Use and Policy Statements
This chapter is critical in preserving and protecting our valuable water resources in the Les Cheneaux
community. The Planning Commission’s main goal in regards to Future Land Use is to protect the
community’s social, economic, and environmental well-being. They have determined that new devel-
opment will be accommodated as long as it occurs with respect to:

1. Sensitive natural features

2. The waterfront and shoreline

3. The rural community character

4. The township’s ecological systems

5. The community’s natural coastal heritage
Failure to respect these characteristics will undermine the economic base of the Township and the
quality of life enjoyed by existing residents.

Policy Statements

Simply put, Policy Statements define more specifically the Township’s goals and objectives. They
serve as a foundation for planning and zoning programs; serve as a unifying strategy toward achieving
the future desires of the Township residents; reaffirm or establish the special character and components
of individual community features and special properties. In the new plan, a new category has been
added — Water Resources. Two new policies have been developed:

e Strive to protect groundwater from the harmful effects of intensive and incompatible development.

e Strive to protect the high quality of surface waters by assuring that sediment and nutrient-laden
runoff from rural areas, developed areas and construction sites is effectively treated before reaching
bodies of water and water courses.

Recommended Zoning Ordinance Amendments
The new plan contains twenty-eight recommended amendments to the current zoning ordinance. Re-

member that the new Master Plan is a vision for the township. It contains the goals and objectives of the
people. The zoning ordinances implement that vision through rules and regulations. Zoning ordinances
govern everything from land splits to blight rules. Of the twenty-eight recommendations, the Les
Cheneaux Watershed Project focused on those concerning water quality protection. There are three that
stand out.

e (22) Shoreline Protection — Partners recognized that there were no shoreline protection measures
in the current zoning ordinances. Recommendations include a “detailed review of model ordi-
nances and modern zoning techniques” addressing the protection of shoreline natural resources,
vegetative buffers, parking standards, and water quality.

e (24) Waterfront Development — The new plan recommends that specific development guidelines
be put in place relative to the placement of buildings on individual sites which maintain setback
distances from the water’s edge.

e (26) Water Resources — Groundwater protection measures should be incorporated into the zoning
ordinance, for implementation during the review and approval of various land use applications.

DE@'S This Nonpoint Source Pollution Control project has been funded in part through the Michigan Nonpoint
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The Les Cheneaux Watershed
to read this newsletter and attend a June 17, 2008 (7 p.m. at
the Community Center) Public Forum to find out what’s
going on in your township government.

The township planning commis-
sion has been working to update
the 1994 Comprehensive Plan and
1975 Zoning Ordinances. These
documents define Clark Town-
ship’s current and future social,
economic, and environmental
vision and regulations.

If you work, play, or live in Clark
Township, you have a stake in
this process.

Read on to find out what’s been happening and how you can
be involved.
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Municipal Civil Infraction Ordinance Passed
TRd Qatk €T 6whshipMBokd récent¥y Hats€d- municipal civil
infraction ordinance # 01-2008, authorizing the Township
Supervisor or designee to issue ordinance violation notices
and citations, and establishes a “bureau” to accept admissions
of responsibility and collect fines.

Zoning ordinances, according to the Zoning Ordinance of
Clark Township, are local laws and regulations “in the interest
of the public health, safety, and general welfare to prevent
overcrowding of land and buildings, avoid undue concentra-
tion of population, provide adequate light and air with due
consideration to the character of the zoning district and its
peculiar suitability for particular uses, and with the objective
of conserving the value of property and encouraging the most
appropriate use of the land”.

Effectiveness depends on enforcement. Current Township
procedure is difficult to implement. The new ordinance will
allow for prompt violation notice and issue of citation, and
provide fine collection options, all resulting in more effective
and consistent regulation enforcement and cooperation.
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