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Master Plan and Zoning Ordinances Move Forward

The Clark Township Planning Commission recently approved revisions to Clark Township’s Master Plan and Zoning
Ordinances. The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project has been working closely with the Planning Commission and their planning
consultant firm, Gourdie-Fraser, to implement water quality protection in those respective documents. LCWP’s focus has been
to incorporate a vision that links the sustainability of Les Cheneaux with the sustainability of its aquatic resources. Moreover,
LCWP has promoted the development of zoning ordinances to implement that vision.

The revised Master Plan succeeds in characterizing the Les Cheneaux Islands environment and its link to the sustainability of the
community. The vision of the Plan associates “natural resources” with such concepts as “economic growth” and “a sense of
community”. The Plan references the Les Cheneaux Watershed Management Plan, developed by the Chippewa/East Mackinac
Conservation District and the Les Cheneaux Watershed Council. It recognizes the relative importance of our shoreline
resources, our drinking water, and the area’s soil limitations for proper septic system operation. Maps have been improved to
show greater detail of important environmental features, including contours, wetlands, soils, and septic system limitations.
These all help landowners make informed decisions with land use planning.

The Master Plan is a visionary document representing the community’s attitude toward land use planning, environment, and
socio-economic well-being. Implementation of those attitudes is accomplished with zoning ordinances which are local laws and
regulations developed in the interest of the public health, safety, and the general welfare of the community. Some objectives
include prevention of overcrowding land and buildings, avoiding undue concentration of population, providing adequate light
and air, conserving the value of property, and encouraging the most appropriate use of the land. The Planning Commission
considered several ordinance improvements with guidance from Gourdie-Fraser and the Watershed Project which resulted in
several water quality successes.

Ordinance # 01-2008 was enacted early in the process to guarantee improvement in enforcing the ensuing ordinances. The new
Municipal Civil Infraction ordinance authorizes the Township supervisor or designee to issue ordinance violation notices and
citations, and establishes a “bureau” to accept admissions of responsibility and collect fines. We all realize that ordinance
effectiveness depends on enforcement. Old procedures made ordinance enforcement difficult to implement. The new ordinance
will allow for prompt violation notice and issue of citation, and provide fine collection options. The result will be more
effective and consistent regulation enforcement and cooperation.

Another positive ordinance for water quality that passed the auspices of the planning commission is Article 14 — Site Plan
Review. This ordinance guarantees that a site plan be submitted with all applications for a land use permit, a special land use
permit, planned unit developments, a planned residential development, and for any construction project within the floodplain.
Each year, approximately 100 building permits are issued in Clark Township. Somewhere close to you homes are being
constructed, cottages being improved, or land is being cleared for development. Even in a slow economy, our landscape is
changing. The sustainability of our community’s economy and environment are affected by each and every building permit
issued. With poorly planned development, our community and our environment adversely impacted. Fortunately, site plan
review gives us an opportunity to improve that development planning to protect our area’s precious resources. Site plan review
is a way for the Les Cheneaux community to ensure that what is approved on a site plan is what will be built.

With new developments, especially near critical aquatic habitats like waterfront and wetlands and areas where groundwater may
be threatened, the Les Cheneaux community can require planning to minimize destruction to water quality. For environmental
as well as aesthetic concerns in a community, site plan review is one of the best overall zoning tools that can be implemented by
local government. Site plan review eliminates surprises and serves as a mechanism for working with a community’s natural
features.

The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project
A partnership between the Chippewa/East Mackinac Conservation District and the Les Cheneaux Watershed Council



Floodplain Ordinance

Floodplains are the most ecologically sensitive area of a
watershed. A floodplain begins at the point where a water
body meets the land. When floodplains are altered by
irresponsible development, filling, sedimentation, and/or
vegetation destruction, there are potential impacts to land,
water, wildlife, and wildlife habitat. The quality of water is
directly affected by poor decisions relative to placement of
structures within a floodplain and alteration of the floodplain to
accommodate that development.

During the ordinance update process, it was discovered that
Clark Township has been a member of the National Floodplain
Insurance Program (NFIP) since 1986 but has not followed
through with its commitment to the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to enact and maintain adequate
land use and control measures consistent with the criteria set
forth in the NFIP regulations. To rectify this, the Watershed
Project proposed a “Floodplain Management Ordinance” for
their consideration.

With sound management tools (i.e. elevation survey with
location of ordinary high water mark and 100—year flood
elevation) and compliance with Michigan Building Code, the
landowner, the Building Department and the contractor will be
able to make better land use decision relative to placement of
the structures and protection of this ecologically sensitive area.

Background

When Lake Huron water levels exceeded the Ordinary High
Water Mark (581.5 feet) in early 1986, Clark Township took
action to protect its residents who owned property located in
high risk flood areas along the Lake Huron shoreline. On April
13, 1986, the Township submitted an application and a
resolution of intent to FEMA requesting approval to participate
in the National Flood Insurance Program.

The resolution was a commitment by the Township to comply
with all applicable statutory and regulatory requirements for
the purposes of reducing hazards to persons, property damage
and public expenditure, and to provide for the availability of
flood insurance and federal funds or loans.

FEMA approved Clark Township’s application to participate in
the NFIP on May 5, 1986. Since that date, Clark Township
property owners have been eligible to purchase federally
subsidized flood insurance to protect their investments in the
event of flooding.

By participating in the National Flood Insurance Program,
Clark Township reduces its economic liabilities in the event of
flood, and has access to Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM)
that delineate floodplains. On the FIRM maps, shaded areas
(labeled “Zone A”) are located within the 100-year floodplain.
Parcels located in “Zone C” are considered low risk areas
outside the 100-year floodplain.

Flood insurance is available to property owners located in and
out of the official FIRM boundaries established for Clark
Township. Flood insurance is mandated for development
within regulated floodplains for which persons obtain a
mortgage loan, grant, or other funding that is in any way
federally connected, such as FHA, VA, EPA grants, or
conventional mortgage from a lender that is regulated or
insured by the federal government.

Persons that self-fund or obtain financing from other sources
are not obligated to purchase flood insurance. Persons that are
located outside regulated floodplains are not required to have
flood insurance.

Ordinance Update

The current effort to update Clark Township’s ordinances is an
opportune time to provide a comprehensive floodplain
ordinance that will be helpful to property owners planning to
develop within our sensitive floodplain zones.

The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project is recommending a stand

alone floodplain ordinance. Objectives of the ordinance:

e To reduce the risk of damage to health, life and property
from flooding in Clark Township

e Provide guidance to landowners proposing to build within
floodplains.

e  Ensure compliance with NFIP requirements.

e  Ensure compliance with State Building Code.

While the Township has the right to propose more restrictive
language in the new ordinance, the Watershed Project only
proposes to include language in the floodplain ordinance that
meets current federal and state requirements; i.e. State Building
Code, Pubic Acts, Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality permits, etc. This should facilitate a timely review of
the ordinance.

The draft “Floodplain Management Ordinance” was approved
by the Clark Township Planning Commission and forwarded to
the Township Board for consideration. Over the next couple of
weeks, the Board will be reviewing the ordinance and listening
to community comments. Your comments regarding the
floodplain ordinance will help the board members in their
deliberations. Comments can be directed to the Township
Clerk at clerk@cedarville.net.
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This Non-point Source Pollution Control project has been funded in part
through the Michigan Non-point Source Program by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency under assistance agreement 2006-0109
to the Chippewa/East Mackinac Conservation District for the Les
Cheneaux Watershed Implementation Project. The contents of the
document do not necessarily reflect the views and policies of the EPA,
nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute
endorsement or recommendation for use.




A Note From the President

Christine Perreault

As 2009 begins, I would like to thank all of our members and
friends who have so generously contributed to our different
projects this past year. Without you, this on-the-ground
work could not have been accomplished. Whether you
became a member this year, gave an extra donation for a
special project or volunteered your time, we thank you very
much! Our thanks to the Environmental Science and
Services Division of MDEQ for recognizing the importance
of preserving the high quality waters of the Les Cheneaux
area. A special thanks is extended to the Community
Foundation for its generous support of the harvester, water
testing, and the hazardous waste clean-up. Following is a
short description of accomplishments of the past year:

Clean Water Act (Section 319) Funded Activities:

Web Site — The web site is a product of the Les Cheneaux
Watershed Project and is a work in progress. The web site is
an interactive clearing house of water quality information
developed to help you make better land use decisions to
protect the Les Cheneaux Watershed.

Road Crossings — This past fall we did preliminary surveys
and strategized best management practices for culvert
replacement on State Avenue. We completed engineering
plans and are waiting approval from MDEQ for construction
in 2009. For the Meridian Road crossing, we have worked
with the Mackinac County Road Commission on potential
engineering plans and will continue over the winter working
toward a construction date in 2009.

Stream Restoration — In a joint effort between the LCWP,
LCWC and Lake Superior University, preliminary work was
completed on the restoration of eroding stream banks on
McKay Creek. We plan to complete that project in the
spring of 2009. We are also working on the stabilization of
stream banks at the mouth of Pearson Creek.

Household Hazardous Waste Collection — On July 26,
2008, the Les Chenecaux Project facilitated removal of
approximately 7,000 pounds of hazardous materials from our
watershed. We collected everything from paints and oils to
batteries and pesticides. These pollutants are truly
considered non-point sources as they were collected from
across the watershed. This year’s collection was entirely
funded through the Community Foundation.

Clark Township Planning and Zoning — The Project and
Council have been involved in helping the Township protect
water quality through the updating of their Master Plan and
zoning ordinances. The updated Master Plan has included
components of our Watershed Plan. Of the zoning ordi-
nances approved by the planning commission, site plan
review is a water quality success. When we carefully plan
our development, we make better decisions that allow for the
protection of our natural environment.

Land Protection — The Watershed Project continues to
work with the Little Traverse Conservancy to provide land
owners with critical aquatic habitat information regarding
land protection strategies.

Information and Education — Several workshops were
held to provide water quality management information to the
community. In March, low impact development techniques
were presented to Mackinac County septic installers at the
health department conference. In August, an informative
workshop concerning on-site septic system management was
held in Cedarville. Approximately 40 community members
attended. The Project continued its work with the Clark
Township planning commission by conducting workshops to
highlight water quality protection strategies.

Watershed Council Activities

Cedarville Bay Restoration

This is the end of the second year for the weevils we planted
in spring of 2007. The beds closest to shore are visibly
thinning. Other areas that were thick with milfoil now have
native plants beginning to grow. It is estimated that the
weevils take three years to get fully established. Next year
we are hoping for further decline in the invasive milfoil. We
will continue to monitor this project.

While the weevils have been busy munching the milfoil, the
Council contracted with Flotation Docking to remove the
milfoil from the boat launch area and the town dock. Other
areas included east of Cedarville Marine and in front of the
Boat School. The cost of weed removal was $3,312.
Approximately 700 cubic yards of weeds were removed from
the Bay to make boating access easier and more enjoyable.

The Year Ahead — 2009 is set to be a big year for the
Watershed Council and Project. We have a lot to accomplish
in the next year. We need your help! We will need
volunteers for projects. We are always looking for in-kind
and monetary grant match. You can help us by becoming a
member or renewing your membership to the Watershed
Council or by contacting the Council/Project office at 906-
484-3031 or email Pat Carr at pat.carr@macd.org.

Thank you again and have a wonderful New Year!

MEMBERSHIP
$15 Basic Membership | Please make checks payable to
$25 Spring Peeper LCWC
$50 Green Frog
$100  Leopard Frog Les Cheneaux Watershed Council
$500  Blue Heron P.O. Box 578
$1,000 Wetland Cedarville, Michigan 49719
$  Water Guardian
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Les Cheneaux Community Schools
and Our Watershed

The Les Cheneaux Watershed Project is pleased to announce that
we are featuring Les Cheneaux Community School project
activities on our web site that relate to improving our watershed.

The Watershed Project has successfully worked with Les
Cheneaux Community Schools on several long term projects such
as monitoring water quality in Pearson and Beavertail Creeks;
macro-invertebrate studies in Prentiss Bay and Mackinac Creek;
and, perch skein surveys in Flower Bay. A significant number of
high school students have learned about our watershed and its
resources while taking part in these scientific investigations.

Check out our '"Projects" page to see some of the fine
work accomplished by our students.

www.lescheneauxwatershed.org.

Pat Carr, Project Manager
Les Cheneaux Watershed Project
Phone: 906-484-3031
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